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SEARCHING BY KEYWORD OR PHRASE 
 

·  Type a keyword or phrase in the Search box 
·  You can use the operators: AND, NOT, OR to narrow or broaden your search 
·  Eg prostatectomy not incontinence 
·  Use near/2 to find words within 2 words of each other eg ovarian near/2 cancer 
·  Use * to search for multiple characters before, within or after a search string eg 

*natal, wom*n or tonsil* 
·  Use ? to search for single characters in a search string, eg tumor? 
·  The default search covers title, abstract and keywords, but click on the drop down 

box to choose other criteria including author or source. 
·  Click  

 
 
RESULTS LIST 
 
The search results for each record include the document title, author, and year of 
publication. Records also display an  or  image to indicate whether the document is a 
review or protocol.  Note  that a protocol describes a review yet to be undertaken and full 
text will not be available. 
 
Some document listings also display whether the record is , a ,  or 
an . 
 
The default search results include Cochrane reviews only, but at the top there are links to 
results from other sources, if available. 
 
Other Reviews covers results from the Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects; these are reviews 
quality assessed and summarised prior to being carried out by the Cochrane Collaboration. 
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Clinical Trials covers results from the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials; this includes details of 
published articles taken from bibliographic databases (notably MEDLINE and EMBASE), and other 
published and unpublished sources. 
 
 

 
 
 
Click on Record  to see the abstract and plain language summary, and PDF to see the full 
text of the review. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
ADVANCED SEARCH 
 
The Advanced Search feature allows you to search for only the latest reviews, or specific 
reviews where the author and keywords are known. 
 

·  Click on Advanced Search  directly under the Search box. 
·  Use the drop down boxes to search in each field 
·  Nominate which Cochrane product/s you wish to search 
·  Choose a preferred record status or date range 
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·  Click on  
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·  To print a complete Review or Protocol, click on Record t  to display the full text.. 
You can then print individual sections using the Print button in your browser. 

·  To print or save the complete document, display it in PDF format, then click on the 
Print or Save icons in the PDF toolbar at the top of the document. 

·  Click in the box to the left of the record to mark it 
·  Scroll to the bottom of the results list and click on  to save 

records to a file. 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
 


